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Below are the remarks of President 

Barack Obama in his speech, ñWhat the 

People Need Done,ò delivered on the 

occasion of the 200th birthday of Abra-

ham Lincoln celebrated at a banquet at 

the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield, 

Illinois, on the evening of February 12, 

2009. 

Thank you. Thank you very much. 

Thank you. Thank you very much. 

Please everybody have a seat. Thank 

you. Thank you very much. 

Well, it is wonderful to be back in Spring-

field, and I see so many familiar faces. To 

Mr. (Richard) Hart, to Marilyn (Kushak), 

to my secretary of transportation, Ray 

LaHood, to two of the finest governors 

that weôve had in the past, Jim Thompson 

and Jim Edgar. 

To Lura Lynn Ryan, and to our new gov-

ernor, whoôs going to be doing outstanding 

work for us in the future, Pat Quinn. 

(Continued on page 2) 

PRESIDENT OBAMA SPEAKS AT  

LINCOLNôS 200TH BIRTHDAY DINNER 

 

What the People Need Done 

The photograph above shows the head table in the banquet room at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  From left 

to right: Lura Lynn Ryan, Governor Pat Quinn, Loretta Durbin, President Barack Obama, Richard Hart, 

Marilyn Kushak, Governor Jim Edgar, Governor Jim Thompson and Secretary Ray LaHood.   

On February 12, 2009, The Abraham Lincoln Association led the national celebration of Abraham Lincolnôs 200th 

birthday.  President Barack Obama was the guest of honor at the Associationôs banquet attended by over 1,200 

persons on the evening of February 12 in Springfield.  Each person attending received a giftðLincoln In Illinois, a 

commemorative book of photographs of the statues of Lincoln in Illinois by photographer Ron Schramm.  


