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PRESIDENT OBAMA SPEAKS AT
LI NCOLNOS 200TH BI RT

On February 12, 2009, The Abraham Lincoln Associati on
birthday. Pr esi dent Barack Obama was the guest of honor at
persons on the evening of February 12 in Springfi@dch person attending received adyiktincoln In lllinois, a
commemorative book of photographs of the statues of Lincoln in lllinois by photographer Ron Schramm.

The photograph above shows the head table in the banquet room at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. From left
to right: Lura Lynn Ryan, Governor Pat Quinn, Loretta Durbin, President Barack Obama, Richard Hart,
Marilyn Kushak, Governor Jim Edgar, Governor Jim Thompson and Secretary Ray LaHood.

What the People Need Done

Below are the remarks of PresidentThank you. Thank you very much.LaHood, to two of the finest governors
Barack Obama i n hiBhank ppaue hank yduWVheayt muchhtehat wedve had in tF
Peopl e Need Done, Pleadecdverybaly bade aoseat. tThasknd Jim Edgar.

occasion of the 200th birthday of Abra-you. Thank you very much.

PhamCLincoIn ;lelebre;}e;j Ia_t aSbanqL;_etldatWe”, it is wonderful to be back in Springer nor , whods going t
€ ~rowne Taza Tiotel In SPrNGNeIS, fia1q and | see so many familiar faces. Twork for us in the future, Pat Quinn.

lllinois, on the evening of February 12, ur (Richard) Hart, to Marilyn (Kushak),

2009. to my secretary of transportation, Ray

To Lura Lynn Ryan, and to our new gov-
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To Reverend McCants, and to my dear frie
Loretta Durbin, | do feel guilty because Did
was the one who brought this event to my
tention. | m her e an
reason that Dick Durbin has been such a g

friend, not just to me but to the people of Ilfi
nois, is because his work always comes fif

and he has been unbelievable in provid
leadership in the Senate through thick &
through thin. And |
him. He is one of my greatest friends. And
would not be standing here if it were not f
Dick Durbin. So please give Dick Durbin a b
round of applause.

So, it is wonderful to be back in Springfiel
the city where | got my start in elective offic
and where | served for nearly a decade. |

some of my colleagues, your attorney gene
Lisa Madigan, in the house.

And youdbve got S 0me
there. I think that
treasurer, whoos goi

with me at some point.

Dan Hynes, a comptroller and just an incre
ble supporter during this past race.

And your new Senate president, John Cull
t on, one of the sha
ever had.

Il s the Speaker arou
Speaker (Mi ke Madi ga
Thank you.

So | 6ve got a | ot 0
stop there. Ot her wi

up all my time.

So | served here for nearly a decade. And
has already been mentioned, this is wher
launched my candidacy for President t
years ago, this week on the steps, on th
steps of the Old State Capitol where Abrah
Lincoln served and prepared for the pre
dency.

It was here, nearly one hundred and fifty ye
ago, that the man whose life we are celebra
today, who youbve bg¢
bid farewell to this city that he had come

call his own. And as already been mention
on a platform at a train station not far fro
where webdre gathere

crowd that had come to see him off, and saf®i f

ATo this place, and
pl e, I owe <everythi
night, surrounded by all of you, | share H
sentiment.

But looking out at this room, full of so man

These are not easy questions to answer, anc

nd, cannot know if | am right. But | suspect that

k his devotion to the idea of union came no
at- from a belief that government always had the
d heds there. But p aanswerolf camnehmot from a failure to under-
eat stand our individual rights and responsibilities.
i- This rugged raibplitter, born in a log cabin of
st, pioneer stock; who cleared a path through th
ng woods as a boy; who lost a mother and a sistt
nd to the rigors of frontier life; who taught him-
o6om very, very gr at e fsellall that he knew. And everything that he
I had was because of his hard work. This mar
ovho did so much f or |onefjrst Républicanl Rresidente knéwn lzbitel

gvhat Lincoln once said to a faveeeker who
claimed it was his efforts that made the diffe

than anybody what it meant to pull yourself uf
by your bootstraps. He understood that strai

lence in the el ect i oofperdonahlibeay and sattfiakce,dhat fiercen,
YVou think you made miedegendense, atehe théad offithé eAmerioa
;@n replied, Afunder |dxpedemce.d enc e, I think
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lthough we are responsible
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g 0 on our own. There ar
jcertain thl@g% we cqnaogllyr_do rto%etheg. ;'rven
Are certain things only a union can do.

DfYnly a union could harness the courage of oL
pioneers to settle the American west, which i

uhy LiMOUODegRec.a Hoestead Actalyiga

pract of land to anyone seekKing a
rowjihg economy.
tedore Frederititsbuy afddBult Run, Shéf@@nly & whion could foster the ingenuity of our
emancipation was proclaimed and the captives f ar mer s, whi c h -grast
pveresset ifree, Iy 1854 Lingoln was |sigp) Iqu%stthatt taught them how to make th

P i n@rhi §bidnd awy eph Q& Pikhgis land wrele givingutlsetr chidrers
term in Congress. Possibly in his law offigeggn education that let them dream the America
his feet on a cluttered desk, his sons playjidgeam.

&Dund him, his clothes a bit too small to fit hi
&idcommon frame, uh, maybe wondering
Somebody might call him up and ask him to
fcommerce secretary, (Obama laughs
AfPowd) he put some thoughts on paper, and
SWhat purpose we do not know:
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nly a union could speed our expansion an
onnect our coasts with a transcontinental rail
9 ad, and so, even in the midst of civil war,
I&)incoln built one. He fueled new enterprises

fth a national currency, and spurred innova
tion, and ignited Ame
0 b j |eatidnal acddemy ofvseigncesy delievingd we
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theside of, unign S i that magde i
ﬁ'ﬂ ﬁ?@en%i;gfm%ﬁsg?éﬁ@ér@ tlp;zrﬁe ygiy ??Ffuﬁign could serve the hopes of every
willing to test the Constitution he ultimatelyitizen- to knock down the barriers to oppor-

preserved? What was it that led this man| ténity and give each and every person the
give his last full measure of devotion so th&hance to pursue the American dream. Lin-
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Your nation might endure? (Continued on pag8)




