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and brimming with insights and ideas.demic credited with professionalizing the
By Thomas F. Schwartz The recipient of two Pulitzer Prizes, onestudy of Abraham Lincoln. David indi-
in 1960 forCharles Sumner and the Com-cated that he selected the University of
My first encounter with David ing of the Civil Warand the other in 1987 lllinois not because of Randall but be-
Herbert Donald came as a graduate stder Look Homeward: A Life of Thomascause the school was on the lllinois Cen-
dent setting up the Lincoln Room at theWolfe Donald was more concerned intral rail line that would easily facilitate his

University of lllinois at Urbana writing for an informed general public travel home to Mississippi.
Champaign. | became intrigued with thethan a narrow academic audience. He
compi |l ati on o f J a mveasted Hisabgoks td benread hyamardy,snot Randall and his wife Ruth took

Lincoln Bibliography, and my research simply admired by a few. In the end, hisan immediate liking to Donald. Childless
quickly led me to the James Garfield Ranbooks were both widely read and alsdhemselves, the Randalls treated David as

dall papers at the University Archives. ladmired by his academic peers. a surrogate son. Later, David would name
was told that David Donald was the liter- his son Bruce Randall Donald in memory
ary executor, and that the papers required David Herbert Donald was born of the Randalls. As a research assistant to

his permission before use. | wrote a lettein Goodman, Mississippi and grew upRandall, Donald greatly benefited from
to Professor Donald explaining my projectwitnessing southern segregation firsthanchis time at the University of Illinois. His
and what I pl anned He attendesl dillshps CatlegeRia Jadksohrésudtieg dissertation on William Herndon
archive. Much to my surprise, | receivedMississippi, and interviewed for a job as avas published as a book and remains the
a very quick and gracious reply grantinghigh school band teacher, a position he e f i ni t i v e study of
me permission to examine whatever | redeclined after being told that he needed tpartner. As Donald neared graduation,
quired. wear a hat in order to teach at the schooRaul Angle inquired if Donald had any
He was accepted into the graduate prdnterest in serving as his replacement as
Later, | would have an opportu- gram at the University of Illinois. | asked director of the lllinois State Historical
nity to read most dbnaldim Vated yeddsoifnhe [sele@ted tiedtibrany.- Angle had accepted an offer to
ies on Lincoln, Herndon, Sumner, and théJniversity of lllinois in order to study
Civil War era. All were elegantly written with James Garfield Randall, the aca- (Continued on page)
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(Continued from pagg) ald was charming and gracious even wheRoundation wanted to honor him during

he disagreed with you. the opening events for the Abraham Lin-
take over the Chicago Historical Society coln Presidential Museum for his lifetime
and was looking for another Lincoln ex- During his time in Springfield, | achievement in the field of Lincoln stud-

pert to continue running the library. Don-had the good fortune to have several dinies. A $25,000 prize was awarded at a

ald politely declined. When | asked himners with David and took him out to Newsumptuous dinner that was based upon

about it, David indicated that he had ndSalem to see their outdoor theatre presemhincoln era cuisine. After his acceptance

aptitude for running a library or a histori-tations. At the time, the Great Americanremarks, it was announced that the prize

cal society, which was also part of thePeople Show offered a trilogy that pre-would hereafter be known as The David

director duties at the time. His interessented the Lincoln story from his birth upHerbert Donald Prize.

was in teaching and research, two tasks ito the bombing of Hiroshima. We saw

which he excelled and left an imprintthat he f i rst pl ay i n t he DavidiHerbeg ponaldirefrained ODb

remains unmatched. Servant , A. Li ncol madyawnemiehof tveaAbrabmm Linzolne r -
view of his life. Donald thoroughly en- Association and an avid reader of the

After a series of teaching posi-joyed the production as well as its lovelyJournal of the Abraham Lincoln Associa-

tions at Columbia University, Smith Col-s et t i ng i n Kel so Hddnl owndhelLiJonaohmads oNe
lege, Princeton University, and JohnsSalem State Historic Site. coln Association, 0 Do
Hopkins University, Donald joined the most important periodical in the field of
faculty at Harvard University in 1973 and It was during this time in Spring- Lincoln studies. As a Lincoln biographer,

remained until his retirement in 1991.field that we talked about the Lincolnl rely on it heavily for both ideas and in-

Upon retirement, he began work on a newiography and some of the problems inf or mat i on. 0o

largescale biographical treatment ofherent in any biographical endeavor as

Abraham Lincoln. | got to know a num- well as those peculiar to Lincoln. Donald In spite of various health prob-

ber of his graduate students, many oivas fortunate to have a son who was contems, Donald remained engaged in public

whom have distinguished themselves iputer savvy and who created a databaspeaking and was always awarded new

the Lincoln field. from which to navigate the massivehonors and accolades. He was awaiting

amount of information on Lincoln and hisheart surgery when he died on May 17 at

One day a letter appeared. It wasimes compiled for the biography. Everythe age of 88. At the time of his death,

from David Donald, indicating that he day, Donald would be the first to arriveDonald was deeply engaged in another

intended to spend several weeks conducénd last to leave the library. When thebiographical study of the peptesidency

ing research at the library, and identifyingbiography was published in 1995, it be-of John Quincy Adams.

the collections and materials he was intereame an immediate best seller and re-

ested in using. The courtesy of providingmains the preferred starting place for most He is survived by Aida DiPace

this information in advance is but onehistorians and Lincoln buffs. Donald, former editor in chief of Harvard

example of Donal dés strong sense of Wniersity Press, a son, Bruce Randall

cial manners and professional conduct. In 2005, he was informed thatDonald of Chapel Hill, North Carolina,

Always a gentleman and a scholar, Donthe Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libraryand two grandchildren.

STEFAN DJORDJEVIC WINS ALA STUDENT AWARD

Stefan Djordjevic, a student at Niles Westlent Award recognizes the best Abraham

High School, Skokie, lllinois, was hon- Lincoln research paper and media project

ored as the winner of The Abraham Lin-submitted at the lllinois History Exposi-

coln Association Student Award duringtion. More than 1,400 junior and senior

the annual lllinois History Exposition held high school students from across the state

on May 7 in Springgaretlidci paSteedf amés hwisnyear 6s Exposition.

ning paper was titleRough and Tumble: students were winners selected during

Ch i c avggwaénsof 1860 His teacher regional history fairs held in early 2009.

is Janet Kelsey.
The regional fairs and the lllinois History

Stefan also was awarded a $5,000 scholaExposition are coordinated by the lllinois

ship to lllinois College in Jacksonville. Hi st ori ¢ Preservation Agencyodds Educatio

lllinois. The College awards the scholar-Services Program, which also publishes

ship each year to the student submittinghe online student history magazitié- o ,

the best essay on the theftimois In The nois Historyand lllinois History Teacher ~ Stefan Djordjevic was presented with The

. o . Abraham Lincoln Association Student

Civil War Era The Agency sponsors the Exposition in - ot the Illinois History Exposition
cooperation with the Chicago Metro His- neq in Springfield on May 7, 2009.

The Abraham Lincoln Association Stu-tory Education Center. Photograph by David Blanchette.




