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Richard E. Hart manities Medal by President Bush.

GOOD-BYE, BICENTENNI AL

After February 12, 2009, many Lincoln

aficionados took a deep breath and se- ==
cretly thought, ATh §Y
over .o But it was
the many Bicentennial celebrations of
Lincolndés birth. T hi
in Springfield on February 12, 2010, will
mark the conclusion of that year. Then
you may take a deep breath.

His latest books ar@he Lincoln Anthol-
ogy (2009), a Library of America collec-
tion featuring 150 years of great writers

a ton thes subject of Abraham Lincolrin

i nkg nefo | n(R0L9), H kibrady of Con-
gress bookf eat uri ng Linco

n gnanuscripts with commentary by distin-
guished Americans; andlincoln Presi-
dentElect: Abraham Lincoln and the
Great Secession Winter 186861
(2008), which won the Barondess/Lincoln
Award and the Award of Achievement of
the Lincoln Group of New York. The

HELLO, SESQUICENTENN I[AL

But take your deep breath quickly, as

e . ; latter book opens with a fitting overture to
there is little time between the Bicenten- P 9
nialdéds conclusion and

N b - . thethSesquicentenniaI
. : .HﬁF{'OeLI? ﬁcﬁﬂz’t'ﬂz' NG  Qdpeyt e
fivecy e ar Sesquicentenni a 0 i'ncol nos

Presidency. On November 6, 2010, Wg, 4 (olzer, Senior Vice President for The cannon salvo that thundered over
will observe the 150th anniversary of Lm'Ex%ernal Affajrs at The Metropolitan Mu- Springfield, lllinois, to greet the sunrise on
colnds election to seumhoef Art ée%g’s'alé}/(l)eag-%bgirm&n dNoJegﬁbér 6, 1860, signaled not the start of
beginning of a fiveyear Sesquicentennial . () "5’ Apraham Lincoln Bicenten- @ battle, but the end of one. The bitter,
commemoration of his Presidency. nial Commission, appointed by President "aucous. and exhilarating -isianthlong
Clinton. He is t’he p;)uthor enuythor o campaign for president Qf the United States
We are pleased that our friend and formeerditor bf 33 books and n,qore tha,n 495 was over at last. Election Day was finally
Board member Harold Holzer will be our_ . , - dawning.
2010 banquet speaker. Harold is we rticles on Lincoln anq the Civil War era.
known in the Lincoln community and is~ on9 them aréfhe Lincoln ImageThe  |gnited to rouse the Republican faithful to
the perfect segue from the Bicentennial iSonfederate Image, The Lincelouglas  the polls that morning, the explosions were
the Sesquicentennial. He is one of thr Bebatgs, Lincoln as | Knew Hjnbear ~ soon augmented by ot
cochairs of the U.S. Bicentennial Com‘?ﬁr' Lincoln: Letters to the President, of popul ar feelingd
L ~ .Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory: The Civil the city. Crowds of boisterous partisans
mission andl the author of the §plend|%ar in Art The Lincoln Family Album t ook up positions out
ey prisliEnselmeein SIS e o Democracy(co-edited with ~ only polling place and began a long day

Elect. Mario Cuomo), which has been published devoted to outshouting each other. Pro-

_ in four languages, andincoln at Cooper viding clamorous accompaniment were
As we say a fond goebdye to the Bicen- Ui Thg Sgeech Y Abrgham bands of musicians parading through the

tennial, and what a Bicentennial it has. . . streets aboard hordeawn wagons, giving
been, we look forward to the many futur%mgg:g Pljirzeeadent e e @ 200 earshattering performances while waving
events that will commemorate and cele- ' banners |ike the one

brat e Lincolnos ehqcthion andherasu.intiome President for S
Presidency. Olz€r” has” won fesearch and “Wfitng was | ittle danger th

awards from the lllinois State Historical hometown would slumber through this

ociety, the Manuscript Society, the Civil decisive day of days.

ETEEm e e ZVLY SHmpesin anQ?\lar Round Tables of New York and Chi-

reservations for the banquet and luncheon . o : S
may be found in this issue. Please maKc?ago, and the Lincoln Groups of NewHolzer and his wife, Edith, who live in

your plans to attend these 2010 events aﬁork, Peekskill, and Washington. — InRye, New York, have two grown daugh-
soon as possible. 08 he was awarded the National Huers and a grandson.
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CHRISTOPHER SMITH GERMAN
GRAVE MARKER DEDICATED

The Abraham Lincoln Association has
placed a grave marker at the previously
unmarked grave of Lincoln photographer
Christopher Smith German. On the
rather chilly late afternoon of October 2,
2009, members of the Abraham Lincoln
Association Board and guests gathered at
Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield to
dedicate the marker. After brief remarks
by President Richard E. Hart, Dr. James
M. Cornelius, Curator, Lincoln Collec-
tion, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Li-
brary, gave remarks highlighting Ger-

mands | ife. The dedication ended with a
blessing by board member Dr. Stewart
Wi nger . Dr . Corneliusés remarks foll ow.

Good afternoon, and thank you for at-
tending today. In the next few minutes |
will attempt to give you a snapshot of the
life and work of C. S. German, whose
mortal remains lie here.

Yet the life of Christopher Smith German
is not so well captured in a snapshot or

_photo_graph, 258 Lol lots ol & MO ems to have stopped in to have his phtoetal of $12,000. To put that figure into
ing picture. Wayne Temple documente

his itinerant life in an article in the Illi- ograph taken by German; that was ircontext, Lincoln as one of the betgaid
. . . Segt?mbeé 1858. l\{lore Acertainrw Ger+awyers was making something roughly
nois State Histori ¢ A ocl etyaos agazuwreh% .
Illinois Heritage in July 2006. German manos  name “was  [ma € e i %’QOQ B @k in the kte
was born in Canada on Chr.istmas Dy existing studio on the west side of thd850s, and was making $25,000 a year as
1814 to a family of Lovalists. that iSVSquare just in time for presideekect president.
Britis,h colonists v?//ho erdX[O Caﬁada dur’_Abraham ST [Nl i (e
ing the Revolution rather than live underny for the second time. That was inGerman had a few other partners in later
Ar?]erican rule. He concealed this fact fofJanuary 1861. One image exists fronyears, and some of his children began
most of his Iifé admitting it to a censu each of these sittings. Mr. Lincoln caméhelping in the store at his original site,
taker onlv in 18780 at thega e of 65 Hersback three weeks later and sat again, thsbove Chattertonds Je
in Sprin ¥ield in 1é60 we tgllﬂink he. mar-%me for what seems to have been twavest side of the square. This occurred
riedpang IrishAmeric,an woma’m who di stinct poses. N after his aeturnLto Bprimmfield @fser dna c e
self-regard been stable in that period. Foapparent sixear absence in the 1870s.
seems not to have been monogamous jn S A )
her habits. He divorced her and then af€ had begun to grow a beard. Germaldis wife died in 1878, and_he continued
the age (‘)f 49 married a Fkarold was the second photographer, and appaoc work there, as well as live there, and
Womag with a vouna child. The Wentently the only one from Springfield, tofinally die there. That was in 1896, when
on to have five Zhildrgen to éther y have captured the New Look Lincolnhe was 81 years old. He was buried from
9 ' through the miracle of chemically sensithe Methodist Church, and all six of his
. tized, glass, and he Cf\ptured kfim at hiEaIIbFarers were fellow photographérs

Nor was Ger mandés professi, ona "1, 1 e A G
settled. Evidently he was most active imost hirsute, before” age and cares hadarvelihg, perhaps, at how German had

: y "laken their toll. Both men were, after all,not succumbed to mercury poisoning at a

Springfield from about 1858 to 1873’in their different ways, artists and scienyounger age, as many in his profession
between the two economic crashes of that yS, ¥y 9 9e, y P

; ists. We do not expect them to have keptid.
era, when people had money for his cra % 1eady habits or unchanging views.
R et | What i of fame ough: [ attend such a
year or two, was operating two or three%‘nd both of them d|(_j well: photographsman? He scra_mbled a_blt in early life,
different StlildiOS at the same time al'er® popular and fairly cheap, and Gergalloped along in what Lincoln was wont
oints during the Civil War and may " must have worked hard. He bought o c a |l | ithe race of
P 9 ' y couple of buildings very near the Public

; S a
have really made his historical mar . . . )
when Sengte candidate Abraham Lincoll(nsquare during the Civil War, paying a (Continued on pag8)

Photograph of the Board of Directors and Friends at German Dedication




