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Stephen L. Carter is the William Nelson 

Cromwell Professor of Law at Yale, 

where he has taught since 1982.  

Among his courses are law and religion, 

the ethics of war, contracts, evidence, 

and professional responsibility.  His 

most recent book is The Violence of 

Peace: Americaôs Wars in the Age of 

Obama (2011).  Among his other books 

on law and politics are Godôs Name in 

Vain: The Wrongs and Rights of Relig-

ion in Politics; Civility: Manners, Mor-

als, and the Etiquette of Democracy; 

The Dissent of the Governed: A Medita-

tion on Law, Religion, and Loyalty; The 

Confirmation Mess: Cleaning up the 

Federal Appointments Process; and The 

Culture of Disbelief: How American 

Law and Politics Trivialize Religious 

Devotion.   

 

Professor Carter writes a column for 

Bloomberg View and is a regular con-

tributor to Newsweek and The Daily 

Beast.  He blogs about professional 

football for the Washington Post.  Pro-

fessor Carter also writes fiction.  His 

novel The Emperor of Ocean Park 

spent eleven weeks on the New York 

Times best-seller list.  His next novel, 

The Impeachment of Abraham Lincoln, 

was be published in 2012.  His novella 

ñThe Hereditary Thuriferò recently ap-

peared in the crime anthology, The 

Dark End of the Street. 

 

Professor Carter was formerly a law 

clerk for Supreme Court Justice Thur-

good Marshall, as well as for Judge 

Spottswood W. Robinson, III, of the 

United States Court of Appeals for the 

District of Columbia Circuit.  He is a 

graduate of Stanford University and 

Yale Law School.  
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By Richard E. Hart, Editor 
 

Past ALA Board Member Stephen P. 

Bartholf recently made a gift to the 

ALA of 75 Lincoln books from his pri-

vate library.  The books had been col-

lected by his family for over at least 

three generations.  Steveôs grandfather, 

George Pasfield, Jr., was a member of 

the Lincoln Centennial Commission.  

Steveôs father, Herbert Bartholf or Bart, 

was a close friend of Benjamin P. Tho-

mas. 

 

Steve recalls a period in his childhood 

when evenings after supper, Ben Tho-

mas would come to their home and 

meet with his father in his fatherôs li-

brary.  Bart had cleared out the library 

and left only one chair that was posi-

tioned in the center of the room.  The 

chapters of Benôs book Lincoln were 

arranged around the perimeter of the 

room.  One man would sit in the chair 

and read a chapter from Benôs book out 

loud. The other would sit on the floor 

and listen.  Thus was one of the greatest 

Lincoln biographies proofed and edited 

not only for grammar and style but for 

the sound and cadence of the words 

read out loud. 

 

Tucked in the front of Abraham Lin-

coln, Lord Charnwoodôs 1917 biogra-

phy, were two hand written notes from 

Lord Charnwood to Steveôs grandfa-

ther, George Pasfield, Jr.  A copy of one 

of those notes may be seen on page 6. 

 

We thank Steve for his generous gift of 

Lincoln books.  They have been placed 

in the bookcases of the Abraham Lin-

coln Association Lyceum in the Old 

State Capitol. 

Stephen P. Bartholf Donates Lincoln Books to ALA 

Lincoln books donated to the ALA by 
Stephen P. Bartholf are pictured here in a 
bookcase in the ALA Lyceum in the 
lower level of the Old State Capitol. 

Stephen L. Carter 
 

Photograph by Elena Siebert  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/03/Richard_Durbin_official_photo.jpg


 

Lincolnôs Forgotten Friend,  

Leonard Swett 

by Robert S. Eckley 

Published by Southern Illinois University 

Press, 336 pages. 

 

Reviewed by William G. Shepherd 
ALA Board Member and  

Membership Chairman 

 

On October 22, 1887, thousands of people 

gathered at the southern end of Lincoln 

Park in Chicago, Illinois.  They were there 

to witness the unveiling of a statue of their 

martyred President, Abraham Lincoln.  

Undeterred by a cold, misting rain, the 

crowd included many Civil War veterans, 

the citizen-soldiers of the Union Army.  

Also present were numerous African-

Americans, some who served in the Union 

Army; all of whom were now free from 

the injustice of slavery.  Also there were 

Robert Todd Lincoln and his fifteen-year-

old son, Abraham Lincoln II.  Young 

Abraham was given the task of pulling the 

cord which would remove the American 

flag covering the statue of his grandfather.  

Also present were the business and politi-

cal elite of the rapidly growing Chicago. 

 

But it wasnôt a former Union General or a 

political leader chosen to deliver the dedi-

catory speech at the unveiling of the 

bronze statue designed by Augustus Saint-

Gaudens.  Rather it was Leonard Swett, a 

Bloomington lawyer, then a Chicago law-

yer who delivered the oration that re-

minded the thousands of Lincoln admirers 

that Lincoln, like George Washington, had 

ñlaid securely and well the broad founda-

tion of the Republicò by what he did as 

President.  Leonard Swett described in 

detail Lincoln the lawyer who became 

Lincoln the President, a leader who con-

sistently fought for freedom for all, fulfill-

ing the promise of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence. 

 

Leonard Swett was the most influential 

person in Abraham Lincolnôs life who 

likely is unknown to you, the Lincoln 

devotee.  Fortunately for those dedicated 

to preserving the Lincoln memory, Robert 

S. Eckley has authored Lincolnôs Forgot-

ten Friend, Leonard Swett.  Many reading 

this book review personally knew Bob 

Eckley as the President of the Abraham 

Lincoln Association; therefore you knew 

that the publication of this book was Bobôs 

final mission as a Lincoln scholar ð his 

goal being the historical rescue of Leonard 

Swett from his undeserved obscurity in the 

Lincoln historical memory. 

 

Bob Eckley passed away on April 15, 

2012, a few months before the publication 

of this book.  Bob Eckley can be very 

proud of this book.  Itôs an excellent de-

scription of the extraordinary life of Leo-

nard Swett, who along with Lincoln and 

David Davis formed the ñgreat triumvi-

rateò of the Eighth Judicial Circuit of Illi-

nois. 

 

How could it be that no historian or previ-

ous Lincoln author has written a biogra-

phy of Swett?  Eckley suggests it was be-

cause Swett did not hold any public office 

or any significant appointment from Presi-

dent Lincoln.  The fact remains that Swett 

was the most trusted friend and unofficial 

advisor of Lincoln throughout his Presi-

dency. 

 

One would never have suspected that Leo-

nard Swett would reach such a lofty place 

when he first came to Bloomington, Illi-

nois in September, 1848.  Swett had re-

cently mustered out of the Army at Jeffer-

son Barracks, Missouri after the end of the 

Mexican-American War.  Swett was at-

tempting to make his way back home to 

Maine while suffering from amoebic dys-

entery.  Having disembarked from a 

steamer traveling up the Illinois River in 

Peoria, he walked to Bloomington fully 

convinced that he was about to die from 

dysentery.  His 6ô2ò frame had withered to 

123 pounds. 

 

Fortunately for Swett, local schoolmaster 

and minister George Washington Minier 

saw him from his seat near the only hotel 

in town.  Minier took pity on the tall, 

gaunt, and emaciated Swett, telling Swett 

that it wasnôt yet his time to die because 

ñGod still had work for him to do.ò 

 

This fortuitous meeting with schoolmaster 

Minier allowed Swett to resume his in-

tended career path as a lawyer, which he 

had begun in Maine after attending Water-

ville (now Colby) College.  Swett ñread 

lawò and soon met David Davis, destined 

to serve on the United States Supreme 

Court.  According to Swett, the physically 

imposing and  robust David Davis had an 

ñimmense tread (like) the tread of Hercu-

les.ò  Swett established his first law prac-

tice in Clinton, Illinois in  1849 and 

moved to Bloomington a few years later.  

In October of 1849, Swett met Abraham 

Lincoln in Mt. Pulaski while Swett and 

Davis attended the beginning of the court 

session.  Swett never forgot this first en-

counter with Lincoln and wrote about it at 

least three times in published articles. 

 

This nascent friendship of Lincoln and 

Swett flourished as they traveled the 

Eighth Judicial Circuit.  Lincoln, who was 

sixteen years older than Swett, mentored  

Swett as a senior lawyer would mentor a 

junior lawyer. Swett was a quick learner.  

He soon became known as one of the best 

lawyers in Illinois (along with Lincoln). 

 

Lincoln and Swett occasionally were on 

the same side of a lawsuit, but more often 

than not they were on the opposite side, 

two talented lawyers facing off in the cir-

cuit courts of central Illinois.  They were 

on opposite sides in the famous ñchicken 

boneò case in McLean County.  This 

medical malpractice case attracted a bat-

tery of talented lawyers led by Swett for 

the plaintiff and Lincoln for the defendant.  

In this case, Lincoln demonstrated the 

pliability of bones by using a chicken leg 

bone. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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In another case, Lincoln was appointed 

States Attorney to prosecute a murder case 

wherein Swett represented the defendant.  

Swett presented the ñinsanity defenseò for 

his client and prevailed.  At that time such 

a defense was largely unknown and un-

tested in Illinois, but Swettôs well con-

structed factual defense of his client con-

vinced the jury to find his client not guilty 

by reason of insanity. 

 

While Leonard Swett might be Lincolnôs 

ñforgotten friendò to todayôs Lincoln devo-

tees, he was most certainly not forgotten by 

Lincoln, especially when Lincoln resumed 

his quest for political office.  Bob Eckley 

describes in exquisite detail how  Swett 

was a trusted confidant to Lincoln (along 

with David Davis) as Lincoln challenged 

Stephen A. Douglas in the 1858 U.S. Sen-

ate contest and beyond to Lincolnôs nomi-

nation and election in 1860 as President. 

 

As one reads this book, it becomes clear 

that Lincoln trusted Swett implicitly, per-

haps more than anyone else in his circle of 

advisors. 

 

After Lincoln was elected in 1860, he sent 

Swett to Washington D.C. to be his ñeyes 

and earsò during the political intrigue of 

the secession winter.  Cabinet appoint-

ments were over-shadowed by the rebellion 

growing in the South. In the midst of all 

this, Swett was the one person Lincoln 

trusted as his envoy to the warring political 

factions in the nationôs capital. 

 

As detailed by Eckley, Swett spent an inor-

dinate time away from his wife and child 

while fulfilling one assignment after an-

other for President Lincoln.  At the same 

time, Leonard Swett enjoyed the political 

game.  He ran for Congress and Governor 

of Illinois but succeeded only in being 

elected a State Representative in 1858 from 

Bloomington, so that he could vote for 

Lincoln for U. S. Senate before the popular 

vote determined such matters. 

 

Lincoln consulted Swett in late August 

1862 on whether an Emancipation Procla-

mation on slavery was politically feasible.  

Swett agreed with Lincolnôs desire to move 

forward on issuing such a Presidential 

proclamation.  After the battle of Antietam, 

Lincoln did so. 

 

Swett and his family were amongst the few 

guests to accompany Lincoln to Gettysburg 

in November 1863 where Swett attended 

one of the most famous speeches delivered 

in American history (although few realized 

it then).  Swett bore a physical resemblance 

to Lincoln. At least one citizen of Gettys-

burg thought Swett was Lincoln while 

walking to the ceremony that morning.  In 

fact Swettôs long angular body was so 

similar to Lincolnôs that he was the model 

for the Lincoln portrait in the Presidentsô 

Wing at the National Portrait Gallery. 

 

Swett continued his service to President 

Lincoln as his political representative as 

the 1864 general election approached, in-

cluding the Republican convention. 

 

Swett was away from Washington, D. C. 

on business when Lincoln was assassi-

nated.  Swett left Bloomington then and 

established himself as a lawyer in Chicago.  

In the Lincoln circle of friends, Swett 

chose not to profit from his long friendship 

with the deceased President.  Swett did 

provide an essay on Lincoln to Billy Hern-

don, Lincolnôs law partner who was col-

lecting biographical interviews of Lin-

colnôs ñinformants.ò 

 

In an interesting turn of events described 

by the author, Swett became the mentor 

and legal advisor to Robert Todd Lincoln 

as he dealt with the aftermath of his fa-

therôs death and motherôs mental break-

down.  It seems as though Swett was al-

ways there to help Lincoln, even becoming 

a father figure to Robert. 

 

This book is written in clear, direct lan-

guage.  It is a pleasure to read this book.  It 

conveys a true sense of what it must have 

been like to be a close friend of Lincoln, 

whether on the circuit or in the White 

House. 

 

Also important to Lincoln devotees is the 

sourcing of the facts in the book.  This 

book is thoroughly footnoted.  The bibliog-

raphy is complete and the appendix con-

tains selections from Swettôs biographical 

writings about Lincoln, most have which 

have never been readily available to the 

public. 

 

This book is a necessary addition to the 

book shelf of the reader interested in Lin-

coln and the Civil War or in Illinois his-

tory, particularly the lawyers who pro-

pelled Lincoln to the Presidency.   

Congratulations, Bob Eckley on a mission 

successfully completed. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Endowment Fund Premium 
 

In honor of Robert S. Eckley, anyone 

making a contribution of $100 or 

more to the ALA Endowment Fund 

during 2012 or 2013 will receive a 

free copy of Bobôs book Lincolnôs 

Forgotten Friend, Leonard Swett. 

 

Send your check made payable to the 

Abraham Lincoln Association En-

dowment Fund to: 

 

The Abraham Lincoln Association 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

 

Augustus Saint-�*�D�X�G�H�Q�V�·��Lincoln the Man 
Lincoln Park, Chicago. 

 

Photograph by Kate Shepherd. 

At the February 12, 2007 ALA Lincoln Day 
Banquet, Robert S. Eckley (left) was presented 

the Logan Hay Medal by Cullom Davis. 


