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Obama(2011). Among his other books spent eleven weeks on thiidew Yor
on law and politics ar6&6 o d 6 s N aTmeesbestseller list. His next nove
Vain: The Wrongs and Rights of Relig-The Impeachment of Abraham Lincgln

ion in Politics Civility: Manners, Mor- was be published in 2012. His novella

als, and the Etiquette of Democracy iThe Her edi t ary hur i
The Dissent of the Governed: A Medita-peared in the crime anthologyfhe
tion on Law, Religion, and Loyaltfhe Dark End of the Street
Confirmation Mess: Cleaning up the

Federal Appointments ProcesmdThe Professor Carter was formerly a law

Stephen L. Carter Culture of Disbelief: How American clerk for Supreme Court Justice Thur-
Photograph by Elena Siebert Law and Politics Trivialize Religious good Marshall, as well as for Judge
Devotion Spottswood W. Robinson, lll, of the

Stephen L. Carter is the William Nelson United States Court of Appeals for
Cromwell Professor of Law at Yale, Professor Carter writes a column forDistrict of Columbia Circuit. He is fa
where he has taught since 1982Bloomberg Viewand is a regular con- graduate of Stanford University ahd
Among his courses are law and religion,tributor to Newsweekand The Daily Yale Law School.

Stephen P. Bartholf Donates Lincoln Books to ALA

By Richard E. Hart, Editor arranged around the per_imeter of the
room. One man would sit in the chair

Past ALA Board Member Stephen P.and read a chapter
Bartholf recently made a gift to the |oud. The other would sit on the floor
ALA of 75 Lincoln books from his pri- and listen. Thus was one of the greates
vate library. The books had been col-incoln biographies proofed and edited |
lected by his family for over at least not only for grammar and style but for

three generati ons.the sSuhdeah® €afencl ofatRedviord
George Pasfield, Jr., was a member ofead out loud.

the Lincoln Centennial Commission.
Steveds father, Heywyké&drid theBfeordt ofAbPaham Lthr
was a close friend of Benjamin P. Tho-coln, Lor d Char nwood®d
mas. phy, were two hand written notes from
S ) Lord Charnwood to
Steve recalls a period in his childhoodther, George Pasfield, Jr. A copy of one
when evenings after supper, Ben Thof those notes may be seen on page 6.
mas would come to their home and

meet with his fat e thankt Steveltdr is généréub §ft o

brary. Bart had cleargd out the IibraryLincom books. They have been placed |jncoln books donated to the ALA by
and left only one chair that was posi-in the bookcases of the Abraham Lin- Stephen P. Bartholf are pictured here in a
tioned in the center of the room. Thecoln Association Lyceum in the Old bookcase in the ALA Lyceum in the
chapters oflLincBrewetes stieCgitol. lower level of the Old State Capitol.
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Book Review
Li ncolnbs Forgotten Friend
Lincolnés Forgottlat Frhienglyblicati on
Leonard Swett final mission as a Lincoln schold his
by Robert S. Eckley goal being the historical rescue of Leonard
Published by Southern lllinois University Swett from his undeserved obscurity in the
Press, 336 pages. Lincoln historical memory.

Reviewed by William G. Shepherd Bob Eckley passed away on April 15,
ALA Board Member and 2012, a few months before the publication
Membership Chairman of this book. Bob Eckley can be very
proud of this book.

On October 22, 1887, thousands of peoplgcription of the extraordinary life of Leo-

gathered at the southern end of Lincolnarq swett, who along with Lincoln and
Park in Chicago, lllinois. They weretherep sy i d Davi for med

to witness the unveiling of a statue of their, 5+ e 9 of t s e Eighth
martyred President, Abraham Lincoln. is.

Undeterred by a cold, misting rain, the

crowd included many Civil War veterans, yow could it be that no historian or previ-
the citizensoldiers of the Union Army. oys Lincoln author has written a biogra-
Also present were numerous African pny of Swett? Eckley suggests it was be-
Americans, some who served in the Unionyase Swett did not hold any public office

Robert S. Eckley

Army; all of whom were now free from o any significant appointment from Presi- Court. According to Swett, the physically

the injustice of slavery. Also there weregent Lincoln. The fact remains that Swettimposing and robust David Davis had
Robert Todd Lincoln and his fifteeyear  \yas the most trusted friend and unofficialii mmense tread (| i

old son, Abraham Lincoln Il. Young aqyisor of Lincoln throughout his Presi-1 e s . o Swett esta
Abraham was given the task of pulling thegency. tice in Clinton, llinois in 1849 an
cord which would remove the American

flag covering the statue of his grandfatherone would never have suspected that Leoin October of 1849, Swett met Abrah
Also present were the bus_lness :_;md politinard Swett would reach such a lofty placeLincoln in Mt. Pulaski while Swett an
cal elite of the rapidly growing Chicago.  \yhen he first came to Bloomington, llli- Davis attended the beginning of the ca
) . nois in September, 1848. Swett had resession. Swett never forgot this first
But it wasnot a fordgfymudtdied 8ubof tieeAPn® atétfer @dunte? with Lincoln and wrote about it
political leader chosen to deliver the dedi-gon Barracks, Missouri after the end of thdeast three times in published articles.
catory speech at the unveiling of thepexicanAmerican War. Swett was at-
bronze statue designed by Augustus Saintempting to make his way back home toThis nascent friendship of Lincoln a
Gaudens. Rather it was Leonard Swett, §aine while suffering from amoebic dys- Swett flourished as they traveled
Bloomington lawyer, then a Chicago law- gntery.  Having disembarked from aEighth Judicial Circuit. Lincoln, who wa
yer who delivered the oration that re-gieamer traveling up the lllinois River in sixteen years older than Swett, mento
mlndgd the thpusands of meo_ln admirerspegria, he walked to Bloomington fully Swett as a senior lawyer would mentg
that Lincoln, like George Washington, hadconyinced that he was about to die fromjunior lawyer. Swett was a quick learn
Ailaid securely and gweslelp tte'}e){]. br 13 d % @Y RAsBon became knavd aswnetohtree
tion of the Republ ijfmpoufy what he di d a88sin lllinois (along with Lincoln).
President. Leonard Swett described in
detail Lincoln the lawyer who became porynately for Swett, local schoolmasterLincoln and Swett occasionally were
Lincoln the President, a leader who con-ng minister George Washington Minierthe same side of a lawsuit, but more of
sistently fought for freedom for all, fulfill- - say him from his seat near the only hotethan not they were on the opposite s
ing the promise of the Declaration of Inde-j, town, Minier took pity on the tall, two talented lawyers facing off in the c

pendence. gaunt, and emaciated Swett, telling Swettuit courts of central lllinois. They we
) _that it wasndét yet omi oppiome teosddes

Leonard Swett was the most influentialy God st i || had wor kbdmeo hicmsteo idmo. dc L

person in Abraham Lincolnds [|ife whompggical malpractice case atracted a

likely is unknown to you, the Lincoln This fortuitous meeting with schoolmastertery of talented lawyers led by Swett
devotee. Fortunately for those dedicateqyinier allowed Swett to resume his in- the plaintiff and Lincoln for the defenda
to preserving the Lincoln memory, Robertiended career path as a lawyer, which hén this case, Lincoln demonstrated

S. Eckley has authoredi nc ol n 6 s padRduf iR Maine after attending Water-pliability of bones by using a chicken |
ten Friend, Leonard SwettMany reading  ; | | e (now Col by) Gané. | ege. Swet t i

thisbookreviewpersonallyknewBob|awé and soon met Davi d Davi s, desti

Eckley as the President of the Abrahamq serve on the United States Supreme (Continued on pag8)
Lincoln Association; therefore you knew
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moved to Bloomington a few years later.
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«Continued from pagg) sourcing of the facts in the book. T
book is thoroughly footnoted. The biblig

In another case, Lincoln was appointed raphy is complete and the appendix ¢

States Attorney to prosecute a murder case tains selections f

wherein Swett represented the defendant. writings about Lincoln, most have whi

Swett presented the fiinsanity def ens e ohavk mever been readily available to

his client and prevailed. At that time such public.

a defense was largely unknown and un-

tested i n I'lTTinois, but Swett 6s wel | Thisobook is a necessary addition to

structed factual defense of his client con- book shelf of the reader interested in Li

vinced the jury to find his client not guilty At the February 12, 2007 ALA Lincoln Day coln and the Civil War or in lllinois his
by reason of insanity. Banquet, Robert S. Eckley (left) was presentqgry particularly the lawyers who pr

the Logan Hay Medal by Cullom Davis. led Li | he Presid
While Leonard Swett mi ght be Lincol no gelledLincointothe Presidency.

iforgotten friendo gueststtoemccampanyg LintoinmodGettysburgd e

tees, he was most certainly not forgotten byn November 1863 where Swett attendeocc’ngrat“|""t'Ons Bob Eckley on a miss
Lincoln, especially when Lincoln resumed one of the most famous speeches deliveregticcessfully completed.

his quest for political office. Bob Eckley in American history (although few realized

describes in exquisite detail how Swettit then). Swett bore a physical resemblance

was a trusted confidant to Lincoln (alongto Lincoln. At least one citizen of Gettys-

with David Davis) as Lincoln challenged burg thought Swett was Lincoln while

Stephen A. Douglas in the 1858 U.S. Senwalking to the ceremony that morning. In

ate contest and beyfoadt t 8weéif nds!l ddxnngnoamgul ar body was
nation and election in 1860 as President. si mi | ar to Lincolnds that he was the

for the Lincoln portrait in the Presj

As one reads this book, it becomes cleaVing at the National Portrait Gallery.
that Lincoln trusted Swett implicitly, per-
haps more than anyone else in his circle oSwett continued his service to President
advisors. Lincoln as his political representative as
the 1864 general election approached, in-
After Lincoln was elected in 1860, he sentcluding the Republican convention.
Swett to Washington D.C. to be his HfAeyes
and earso during t ISeettaslaway framaWashington,rD. G.ue o f
the secession winter. Cabinet appointon business when Lincoln was assassi-
ments were oveshadowed by the rebellion nated. Swett left Bloomington then and  aygustus Saint D X G Hi@din the Man
growing in the South. In the midst of all established himself as a lawyer in Chicago. Lincoln Park, Chicago.
this, Swett was the one person Lincolnin the Lincoln circle of friends, Swett
trusted as his envoy to the warring politicalchose not to profit from his long friendship
factions in the nat withnhesdeceasauiPtesident. Swett did
provide an essay on Lincoln to Billy Hern-
As detailed by Eckley, Swett spent an inor-d o n , Lincolndés | aw |partner who was
dinate time away from his wife and child lecting biographical interviews of Lin- Endowment Fund Premium
while fulfilling one assignment after an-c ol ndéds #Ai nf or mant s.
other for President Lincoln. At the same In honor of Robert S. Eckley, anyo
time, Leonard Swett enjoyed the politicalIn an interesting turn of events described|| making a contribution of $100
game. He ran for Congress and Governoby the author, Swett became the mentofl| more to the ALA Endowment Fu
of lllinois but succeeded only in being and legal advisor to Robert Todd Lincoln|{| during 2012 or 2013 will receive
elected a State Representative in 1858 froras he dealt with the aftermath of his fa{|(f r ee copy otfi Bo®l
Bloomington, so that he could vote fort her 6s death and md| FdigettedFiendneonarea Swettb 1) e
Lincoln for U. S. Senate before the populardown. It seems as though Swett was al

Photograph by Kate Shepherd

vote determined such matters. ways there to help Lincoln, even becoming|| Send your check made payable to [the
a father figure to Robert. Abraham Lincoln Association En-

Lincoln consulted Swett in late August dowment Fund to:

1862 on whether an Emancipation ProclaThis book is written in clear, direct lan-

mation on slavery was politically feasible. guage. It is a pleasure to read this book. I[{| The Abraham Lincoln Associatian

Swett agreed with L conewh tr@senskefswhat i mustchave) o1vOrd State Capitol Plaza
forward on issuing such a Presidentialbeen like to be a close friend of Lincoln, || Springfield, Illinois 62701
proclamation. After the battle of Antietam, whether on the circuit or in the White
Lincoln did so. House.

Swett and his family were amongst the fewAlso important to Lincoln devotees is the
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